
                                                                    
 
 
 
Sub-regional workshop on improving small -scale water supplies for better health  
 
Dessau, Germany  
18 – 20 June 2018 

06 February 2018

 

Scope and purpose 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and WHO Regional Office for Europe 
Protocol on Water and Health aims to protect human health and well-being through better water management 
and preventing water-related diseases. The recently held 6th Ministerial Conference on Environment and 
Health (Ostrava, June 2017) recognized the Protocol as a practical framework for countries towards 
progressively implementing the water, sanitation and hygiene related commitments of the Ostrava 
Declaration, as well as in attaining the aspirations of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 3 and 6 to 
combat waterborne diseases and achieve universal and equitable access to safely managed drinking-water 
and sanitation services for all.  

Evidence from across the entire WHO European Region shows that small-scale water services in rural areas 
face a range of organizational, managerial and financial challenges that impede achieving the principles of 
universality, equity and safety. Improving the situation of small-scale water supply services and promoting 
their safe and efficient management are key priorities under the programme of work for 2017-2019 which 
was adopted at the 4th session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health.  

The European Commission (EC) also recognizes the importance of addressing challenges related to small-
scale water supplies. Council Directive 98/83/EC of 3 November 1998 on the quality of water intended for 
human consumption (Drinking Water Directive) is an important driver to ensure high drinking-water quality 
across the EU. Monitoring data show, however, that there is relatively little and incomplete data available for 
small-scale systems, and that the level of compliance was of concern. In order to address the challenges of 
small-scale systems, the EC published guidance for the implementation of a risk assessment for small water 
supplies in the EU, and an EC Framework for Action for the management of small drinking water supplies to 
help close the compliance gap between large and small-scale water supplies recognizing that all citizens 
should receive a safe and wholesome supply of water. 

The workshop targets national decision makers in health, water and rural development sectors from EU 
member states. It aims at facilitating a sub-regional exchange on experiences related to safe and sustainable 
small-scale water supply services in rural areas and promoting internationally recognized good practices 
towards their improvement. The workshop objectives specifically include to: 

− Review regulatory requirements at national level and institutional responsibilities related to 
management and public health surveillance of small-scale systems; 

− Discuss specific challenges related to small-scale systems; 

− Share policy tools, country approaches and best practices in improving the situation of small systems;  

− Discuss benefits of the WHO-recommended water safety planning (WSP) approach and its application 
in small-scale systems;  

− Provide an update on the ongoing revision of the WHO Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality on 
small systems, specifically sanitary inspection forms;  

− Discuss information and reporting gaps for small-scale systems, including in light of the SDG’s 
indicators for water supply, and options for improvement of data collection; and 
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− Discuss future actions to strengthen the situation and management of small-scale systems in the EU 
context, including possible targets that can be set under the provisions of the Protocol on Water and 
Health and implementation of the Framework for Action for the management of small water supplies. 

The workshop is expected to strengthen national capacities towards improving the situation and management 
of small-scale water supplies and inspiring respective policy actions and targeted programmes, including 
through the setting and implementation of targets under the Protocol on Water and Health.  


